
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council (APC) Meeting Summary December 1, 2013 

Review and discussion of the Survey on APC Functionality 
The council conducted a survey between the September and December meetings to gather 
members’ comments related to the purpose and structure of the council as well as 
frequency, length and location of meetings. 
Key observations were as follows: 
• Survey affirmed that the council is a good sounding board for ideas from the 

Archdiocese and also from parishes for consideration. 
• The Archbishop recognizes the importance of a consultative and collaborative 

resource to assist him in his role. 
• The APC is useful in concept but has opportunity to improve 
• AMRH seems to be a central location that is accessible for all members and the 

majority of respondents felt it met the needs of this group. 
• The frequency and length of meetings should be determined by what the council is 

expected to do. 
• It was agreed that Sunday is not preferred for this meeting.  Saturdays or possibly a 

weekday would be better. 
• Although there are several different groups that act in a consultative capacity for the 

Archbishop, this group offers a cross-sectional perspective that he wouldn’t have 
otherwise available to him. 

• Additionally, the survey discussion precipitated a discussion of the role and 
functionality of the deanery councils.  

 
New Business 
Archbishop Jackels updated the council on two issues of signficance for the Archdiocese. 
           HHS Mandate 

1) Since 2000 Iowa has had a prescription mandate which has required 
employers to provide coverage for sterilization and contraception as part of 
their insurance coverage.  We are currently complying with this mandate only 
in circumstances were therapeutic benefits are prescribed. 

2) For the Affordable Care Act, a very limited accommodation is being provided 
by Health and Human Services. The restrictions of the accommodation may 
mean that Catholic Hospitals, Colleges and Charities may not qualify for the 
accommodation. 

3) Several class action lawsuits as well as individual lawsuits are pending in 
efforts to fight the legality of this mandate as a violation of religious liberty. 
The USCCB is leading the challenge; however, HHS deadlines for 
implementation make the issue particularly ominous. 

 
Extraordinary Synod of Bishops Survey on Marriage and Family 

 A worldwide survey is being conducted by the Vatican.  This consultative 
approach from Pope Francis shows a desire to understand the challenges facing families 
in today’s secular culture.  The desired outcome will be a better understanding of how the 
Church can share its teachings in a manner that helps people embrace and internalize it. 
Currently the survey can be filled out on line at the Archdiocesan website or by 
submitting a paper reply to the Archdiocese by December 10. 


