
Ordinary hope is concerned with what’s possible. We hope that the stock market will go up, 

or that our team will win the game – we hope it happens, but it might not. 

 

Christian hope is concerned with what’s sure and certain. As long as we say: I do believe; I 

can be forgiven; I will try to change my life… then we will go to Heaven when we die. 

 

Jesus illustrates this with a fig tree: the tender branch with new leaves signals that 

summer IS near, and the tree WILL bear fruit, sweet and juicy. Not an if, but a when. 

 

A few Catholics are reluctant to say that Jesus’ promise of Heaven is a sure thing. 

Instead, they say silly things like: I’ll be lucky if I make it to Purgatory! 

 

But if you were invited to the Prom, would you say: I’ll be lucky if I make it to the dry 

cleaner to pick up my party clothes? We’re invited to the dance, not the dry cleaners. 

 

The Bible teaches us to believe in Purgatory, but it’s not a destination; rather, it’s the 

final purification – like the dry cleaner – before entering, most assuredly, into Heaven. 

 

It isn’t the sin of presumption to have that Christian hope. How could we think that, when 

the Church describes Holy Communion as the pledge of eternal life, our healing for eternity? 

 

The difference between ordinary and the Christian hope is subtle, but important. It 

needs to be taught to us by those who lead the many to justice. 

 

Those can be lay leaders, Sisters, deacons, and priests (but probably not old, fat, and 

bald archbishops). You don’t need to be ordained, just faith-filled, prepared, and sent. 

 

All those Catholics lead the many to justice by their example of serving the poor, 

facilitating faith formation, like Bible study, and gathering folks for prayers or worship. 

 

Ordained or not, we share responsibility for Church ministry because of our Baptism. 

We also share responsibility for our synodality-inspired pastoral planning process…  

 

Which will maybe result in fewer parishes, but parishes that will certainly be more faith-

filled. With the help of lay leaders, Sisters, deacons, and priests, and with the help of 

God, that’s no ordinary hope, but a sure and certain outcome. Please, God. 


