
At a summer job during college, a co-worker knew that I was quitting a month 
early to travel to Guatemala, to live with Catholic missionaries, with thoughts of 
joining them. 
  
He also knew, because of what he saw and heard, that there was nothing about my 
life that said follower of Jesus, or future priest: cussing, drinking, smoking, stealing, 
fighting, etc. 
  
On my last day of work before leaving for Guatemala, he gifted me with a copy of 
the New Testament, and suggested that I read it (he himself was a Baptist ministry 
student). 
  
I threw it in my suitcase, took a bus to New Orleans, and spent the night before 
departing in the French Quarter bars… follower of Jesus and future missionary that I 
was. 
  
To make a long story short, that month in Guatemala was like one of those storms 
that leaves things irreversibly changed after it is over, and in this case, for the 
better. 
  
I lived with a group of guys my age who really were followers of Jesus, who knew 
what it meant to be a priest, and wanted to do it, and with whom I learned, prayed 
and served. 
  
So, when I returned to college, I decided to return to the practice Catholic Faith, 
and asked the priest if I could be re-baptized. He responded: once baptized, always 
baptized, so: no. 
  
I don’t remember what, if anything, I did to mark my return to practice, except that 
I started intentionally living the faith: learning, praying, and serving, especially the 
poor. 
  
And I haven’t stopped. The decision to follow Jesus isn’t static, but dynamic, and so 
it grows, deepens, changes, bears fruit in the areas of service, learning, and prayer. 
  
As a Catholic, you don’t have to be a goody-two-shoes; I’m not one. I enjoy sports, 
music, books, and a beer, but faith steers me away from bad choices, or makes me 
sorry if I fall. 
  
What about you and your Baptism? Whether baptized as infants or adults, we have 
to embrace it as a personal decision, act correspondingly, and continue to grow. 
  
An active Catholic, and a vital parish are engaged in serving the poor, learning and 
teaching the Gospel, daily prayer and Sunday Mass. How do you and your parish 
measure up? 


