
Q6 Is there anything else you would like to add?  
 
There were 15,997 surveys returned from laity, ordained priests/deacons and religious communities. 
Of those, 6,520 surveys included comments for short answer question #6.  
 
Significant Findings in No Particular Order 

1. Responses indicate significant divisions among all demographic groups on several topics. No 
consensus exists on any of these areas. Many responses indicate the emotional power of each 
of these.  

a. Pandemic - Respondents expressed dissatisfaction with how the pandemic was handled. 
This dissatisfaction ranged from statements that parishes should have never closed to 
face masks should have been required in all parishes. There were respondents who 
stated vaccines should not be supported in any form while others believed more should 
be done to push vaccines for the common good.  

b. Politics – Respondents’ statements ranged from there is too much talk from the pulpit 
on how to vote (Democratic v. Republican) to there should be a stronger stand to 
support specific Church teachings on both sides of many political and social justice 
issues.  

c. Inclusion – Respondents’ statements indicated a desire to either support more openness 
for issues such as welcoming the LGBTQ community, immigrants no matter their status, 
and climate change concerns to there should be more forceful denunciation of lifestyles 
contrary to Church teachings and how there should be no Church support for anyone in 
the country without legal status.  

d. Mass Music – Those respondents who discussed Mass music either want more 
contemporary music, more traditional music/chants or no music at Mass.  

e. Celebration of Mass – Several respondents, especially those under 57, indicated support 
for more availability of the Mass using the 1962 Missal (Latin Mass).  

f. Archdiocesan Synod Survey – Several respondents expressed gratitude for the survey 
and opportunity to weigh in on parish planning and vitality. Others expressed 
trepidation and skepticism about the survey and the process, stating that “your minds 
are made up” or “we will never see the results.” 

2. Respondents, particularly those in parishes less than 500 households, listed a wide-range of 
activities and programs supported at their parish as a sign of parish vitality.  

3. Lay respondents discussed the importance of personal convenience related to Mass times, 
parish activities and parish locations. They preferred that this be a primary consideration for 
any changes locally.  

4. Multiple respondents, whether laity, ordained, or religious, voiced support for consideration of 
an expanded role of women in church leadership. Religious, in particular, voiced support for 
ordination of women, especially as deacons but also as priests.  

5. Respondents often asked for a greater role of the laity in the secular administration of the 
parish to allow pastors more time to spiritually support parishioners. Many mentioned being 
trained as a lay minister over a decade ago and never being asked to be part of prayer or 
Masses in any way.  



6. The majority of lay respondents who discussed the possibility of parish closings acknowledged 
the challenge related to the number of priests, but encouraged the archdiocese to take its time 
to plan well and get local input before final decisions are made.  

7. Respondents from parishes served by international priests expressed support for this ministry. 
Comments did express some frustration with language barriers at Mass, primarily problems 
with accents.  

8. Comments from some respondents expressed frustration with “Dubuque” controlling parish 
Mass times, money and day-to-day operations too much.  

9. The use of livestream Masses was by and large supported by respondents. However, comments 
indicated there is concern that some parishioners are abusing this option, as they are able to 
attend, but choose not to. Other respondents, many who are 76+, indicated that they like this 
option as it has reconnected them to their parish as they otherwise are unable to attend due to 
physical limitations. Some respondents indicate they are now watching Masses from parishes 
and ministries not found in the archdiocese.  

10. Respondents from all parish sizes stated that becoming more active in a parish can, at times, be 
stifled by cliques and entrenched leaders who do not want change or a new way of trying to do 
things.  

11. Many respondents under age 41 stated a preference for more tolerance of those from groups 
who do not always feel welcomed at a parish. Those mentioned include immigrants, disabled, 
LGBTQ, and divorced and remarried.  

12. Respondents who self-identified as parents of public-school children, expressed some concern 
about lack of quality of faith formation opportunities when compared to the experiences of 
Catholic School students. These respondents expressed frustration that more is not done to 
strengthen those programs.  

13. All demographic groups expressed interest in emphasizing the creation of strong young adult 
ministries in all parishes to encourage young adults to either remain active or to come back to 
the church. This included comments from young parents who mentioned  the availability of cry 
rooms, children’s Liturgy of the Word, and overall welcoming environment for children.  

14. Respondents from all groups expressed frustration at times with inconsistencies among 
parishes and pastors related to both unwritten and written rules of the church. Specific 
mention was made about what is allowed to be done at funeral/wedding Masses, lack of 
transparency of meeting minutes/financial reports, how liturgies are conducted, the 
involvement of the divorce and remarried, annulment inconsistencies, and how non-Catholics 
are welcomed.  
 


